
We have known since the 1993 Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Risk Assessment, that 

secondhand smoke is a Group A Carcinogen, known to cause cancer in humans. More recent 

research reveals that there are immediate health risks, including asthma and heart attacks.  

Science has proven that there is no safe level of exposure to secondhand smoke1.  Experts have 

repeatedly warned that there is no ventilation system that can protect worker and guest health in 

casinos where indoor smoking is allowed. Even the most sophisticated air-cleaning technologies 

cannot eliminate the health hazards of secondhand smoke exposure or remove all the poisons, 

toxins, gases, and particles found in secondhand smoke. Heating, ventilation, and air 

conditioning systems can distribute secondhand smoke throughout a building.2 In February of 

this year, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Office on Smoking and Health 

released a new report on secondhand smoke, which examined air quality in Las Vegas casinos.  

Key findings include casinos that allow indoor smoking recorded secondhand smoke levels 5.4 

times higher than their nonsmoking counterparts on secondhand smoke levels in “nonsmoking 

areas”.3 The areas included restaurants and sports books were 72% higher than comparable areas 

in smokefree casinos. 

The risks go beyond the secondhand smoke. Thirdhand smoke (THS) is the residual 

contamination from cigarette, cigar, and other tobacco smoke that lingers in rooms long after 

smoking stops and remains on our clothes and in our hair after we leave a smoky place.  The 

smell of tobacco smoke is an indication that toxins are present in carpets, furniture and on other 

surfaces like tables and machines. Tobacco smoke is comprised of numerous types of gases and 

particulate matter, including carcinogens and heavy metals, like arsenic, lead, and cyanide. 

Sticky, highly toxic particulates, like nicotine, can cling to walls and ceilings. Gases can be 

absorbed into dust in a room, carpets, draperies, and other fabrics or upholsteries. THS has an 

even higher risk when those gases re-emit back into the air and recombine to form harmful 

compounds that remain at high levels long after active smoking has occurred. When we breathe 

this polluted air, we are bringing thirdhand smoke pollutants into our bodies. Thirdhand smoke 

pollutants contain chemicals that can irritate many organs in our bodies (including the nose, 

throat, lungs, liver, and skin), cause inflammation, harm normal cell functioning, damage DNA, 

and cause cancer in humans. Furthermore, a study led by thirdhand smoke researcher, Dr. Hugo 

Destaillats at Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory shows that chemicals lingering in indoor 

spaces where smoking took place can put whole households at risk.4 Employees that work in 

places where indoor smoking occurs can take the thirdhand toxins home with them putting 
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children and other family members at risk for exposure to the hazardous chemicals of thirdhand 

contamination.   

When indoor smoking is allowed, facilities miss out on savings from lower maintenance and 

cleaning costs. The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development estimates that 

construction and maintenance costs are seven percent higher in buildings that allow smoking 

than in buildings that are smokefree.5 75% of U.S. adults who visit casinos favor smokefree 

casinos.  Most casino goers are among the 87% of U.S. adults that do not smoke and facilities 

that allow indoor smoking are missing out on attracting and keeping new customers. A report 

conducted by Las Vegas-based C3 Gaming, finds that “data from multiple jurisdictions clearly 

indicates that banning smoking no longer causes a dramatic drop in gaming revenue. In fact, 

non-smoking properties appear to be performing better than their counterparts that continue to 

allow smoking.” The authors analyze several competitive markets across the country, including 

in Indiana and Michigan, and find similar results.  

 

Brenda, a casino patron stated, “I am a smoker and I do enjoy going to the casino but even 

though I smoke, I don’t like being in all that smoke inside the building, it’s just over the top,”  

Melissa, another casino patron added, “I frequent the casino on a regular basis for concerts and 

shows but even at the entrance areas the smell of smoke is so strong. The difficult part is when 

you leave, it (tobacco smoke) has permeated through your clothes and hair. I don’t think it’s 

healthy for the people who work there, and I don’t think it’s good for people who have to walk 

through it.” 
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